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Bestselling cookbook author andÂ New York TimesÂ op-ed columnist Mark Bittman anthologizes

his popular recipes from the Minimalist series in this easy-to-reference slipcase set of four miniature

cookbooks: (1) Small Plates and Soups; (2) Pasta, Pizza, and Grains; (3) Meat, Fish, and Poultry;

(4) Vegetables. Â Â Â Â Â This boxed set contains over 160 recipes ideal for the harried chef who is

still interested in serving delicious meals. Mark Bittman, renowned for the quick and easy recipes

featured in his weeklyÂ New York TimesÂ food column, prunes his collection in order to minimize

the effort and ingredients required for each dish featured in this anthology. The ideal size and

packaging for gift giving, this small slipcase set of cookbooks makes a thoughtful housewarming or

holiday gift for the everyday gourmand or novice chef.
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MARK BITTMAN is the voice behind the the popularÂ New York TimesÂ weekly column, "The

Minimalist," and three Minimalist cookbooks. Bittman has been the host of several PBS series and

appeared on countless radio and television shows, most recently including theÂ TodayÂ show,

NPR, and the Food Network. His weekly video series on theÂ New York TimesÂ website is a

favorite among at-home chefs, and his opinion and op-ed pieces have garnered Bittman an influx of

interest and attention from his fan base and the media at large.

I had no idea this would be so little... and cute, as I ordered in haste without even reading the

reviews or book details; I get just about anything by Mark Bittman. I miss his column in the NYTimes



so much... Four little hardbound volumes: Vegetables, Meat, Fish & Poultry, Small Plates & Soups,

and Pizza, Pasta & Grains, all in a sturdy slipcase. There are no photographs, but the recipes are

typically Bittman easy-to-follow in a clean, well designed layout. Small easy to read typeface,

well-spaced, but did I mention, small? Two-pages for each recipe, index in the back of each, pages

for some notes, about 96 pages in each book. Recommend reading through first. Great for stashing

in one's handbag for transit-reading while deciding what's for dinner on the way home.

If you pay attention to the word "minimalist" you wont' be disappointed. (These are very brief tastes

of Bittman's massive cookbooks.) Would be a nice gift to someone who doesn't have time to search

the larger versions of his collections.

A nice collection of simple recipes from a well-known cooking author. Makes a good gift for friends

beginning to expand their cooking skills beyond preparing prepackaged foods and can serve as a

starting reference for more experienced cooks in preparing quick and easy meals at home.

Recipes are for very simple foods, hence the "minimalist", guess I was expecting tastier fare with

easy prep. This would be good for someone who wants or needs basic cooking skills.

Nice choice of basic contemporary recipes but photos and/or illustrations really help a good

cookbook be a bit more enticing! I do like the compactness of it...too many cookbooks can only be

read on a coffee table or online these days.

Quick, easy, healthy and delicious recipes. For people in a hurry who wish to eat healthy. Mark

Bittman is the best!

I love these books - so fun and easy to make healthy meals and side dishes...

Could be a few more simple recipes....
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